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FROM CHAUCER TO SPENSER

1. The historical background
( 1450-1550)

2. The period begins with wars, unrest,
and almost chaos: it concludes with a
settled dynasty, reformed religion,
and a people united and progressive.

3. Abroad, as well as in England, there is
a broad intellectual flood known as
the Renaissance, running deep and
strong.

4. Literary features of the age:

1. The poverty of material, also
known as the Barren Age

2. The development of the drama

3. Scottish poetry
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chief poem associated with

him is The Kings Quair.

. It was written in captivity, and

it records his first sight of the
lady destined to be his wife:
he was captured by the
Enaglish in 1406, and remained
in England till 1424, when he
married Joan Beaufort, the
cousin of Henry 5, and
returned to Scotland.

. It follows the Chaucerian

model of the dream, the
garden, and the introduction

of allegorical figures.

. The stanza is in Rhyme Royal.
. It is certainly the best poem

to have appeared in between
the periods of Chaucer and
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6. Other poems- Peblis to the
Play and Christis kirk on the
Greene.

2. Sir David Lyndsey( 1490-1555)
3. Robert Henryson ( 1429-1508)
4. William Dunbar ( 1460-1530)

1. Heis generally considered to
be the chief of Scottish
Chaucerian poets.

2. His work runs mainly on
Chaucerian line.

3. Famous work: The Dance of
the Seven Deadly Sins.

5. Gawain Douglas(1474-1522)

1. His most considerable effort
Is the careful translation of
Virgil's Aeneid.

2. The English Poets:
1. John Skeleton (1460-1529)
1. A. He is perhaps the most
considerable of the posts
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2. B. Works: Dirge on
Edward 4, The Bowge of
Court, and a quite
excellent morality- play,
Magnificence.

2. John Lydgate( 1370-1451)

1. A. Works: The Falls of
Princes, The Temple of
Glass, Story Of Thebes,
London Lickpenny

3. Thomas Occleve
(1368-1450)

1. A Works: The Regement
of Princes, The
Complainant of our Lady,
and Occleve’s Complaint.

4, Stephen Hawes
(1474-1530)

1. A. Works: The Passetyme
of Pleasure deals with
man's life in this world in
a fashion reminiscent of
Bunvan's. It orobablv
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influenced the allegory of
Spenser.
5. Alexander Barclay
( 1475-1552) :

1. A. The Ship of Fools, a
translation of a German
work by Sebastian Brant,
represents a newer type
of allegory.

2. B. Certayne Ecloges, IS

the earliest English
collection of pastorals.

6.THE PROSE WRITERS

1. Reginald Peacock (1390-1461) :
A. His two works were The

Repressor of Overmuch Blaming

of the Clergy( c.1445) and The
Book of Faith.

B. In his dogma, he strongly

supported the ancient usages of
the Church.
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C. His prose is marked by his
preference for English words in
place of that Latin origin.
D. His books are among the
earliest of English controversial
works, and thus they mark the
victory over the once all-
important Latin.

2. William Caxton ( 1422-791)

1. A. The first English printer.

2. B. The first book printed in
England was The Dictes and
Sayengis of the Philosophers.
(1477)

3. John Fisher { 1459-1535)

1. A. During the time of the
Reformation, he opposed
Henry 8's desire to be
acknowledged as the head of
the English Church.

4. Hugh Latimer (1485-1555)
1. A. He was burnt at Oxford.
2. Latimer's English prose works
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consist of two volumes of
sermons published in 1549,

3. He is the first of the writers of
plain style.

5. Sir Thomas More( 1478-1535)

1. His refusal to accept the Act
of Supremacy led to his
imprisonment (1534), and he
was beheaded in the
following year.

2. His Latin works are of unusual
importance. They include his
Utopia, the description of his
imaginary ideal state.
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The Development of the English Bible

1. The work on the English Bible began
as early as the eighth century when
translated a portion of the Gospel of
St.John into Old English prose.

2. The work was continued during the
Old English period- for example, in
the Lindisfarne Gospels and the
prose of Aelfric.

3. During the Anglo-English translation
did not flourish, but efforts were
made especially in the Psalms and
the Pauline epistles.

4. The translation was strongly
stimulated by Wyclif (1320-84),
under whose influence two complete
versions were carried through about
1384 and 1388.

5. The greatest of all the translators
was William Tyndale, who did much
to give the Bible its modern shape.
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10.

11.

. At Cologne (1525) a fragment of his

English New Testament was printed.

. Miles Coverdale( 1488-1568) carned

the work of Tyndale. An edition of his
translation (1535) was the first
complete English Bible to be printed.

. In 1537 appeared the finely printed

version of ' Thomas Matthew’ who
was said to be John Rogers, a friend
of Coverdale, through it may be a
pseudonym for Tyndale himself.

. The Great Bible {1539), the first of

the authorised versions, was
executed by a commission of
translators, working under the
command of Henry 8. It was based
on Matthew's Bible.

Another notable translation was the
Calvinistic Geveva Bible ( 1560). This
book received the popular name of '’
Breeches Bible’

In the reign of Elizabeth was issued
the Bishop's Bible(1568), a
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11. In the reign of Elizabeth was issued
the Bishop's Bible(1568),
magnificent folio, which was
translated by a committee of bishops
and learned men.

12. With these developments, we are
close upon the great Authorized

Version (1611).
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The Development of Drama

1. The later Middle Ages bring a rapid
growth in the native drama and set o
stage for the great age if Elizabeth.

2. Popular mummings at great festivals,
a crude survival of ancient pagan
ritual, developed into a more
elaborate amusement.

3. The Miracle Play: It is in the church
and its liturgy that we find the
stimulus which leads to the rebirth of
drama.

1. As early as the tenth century we
hear of Easter representations if
the empty tomb of Christ

2. By the fourteenth century, we
have the evolution of complete
cycles of plays, covering the
history of the world from the
Creation to the Day of
Judgement.
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ncorporate INnto e matenra mwom
legend and the lives of saints.

. It has long been the fashion to
call the Biblical play ' mysteries
'‘and those dealing with saints’
lives ' miracles:.

. We hear of no play being called a
"mystery’ in England before the
eighteenth century, and it seems
probable that out -of -door
Iturgical dramas in this country
were known as ' miracles’

. slowly, however, the vernacular
crept in to usurp the place of the
Latin, minor clerics and then
laymen were introduced as
actors.

. By the Twelfth century the
dramas, seem to have moved

into the open, and the
organization had begun to pass
from ecclesiastical to lav hands.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

. The vernacular was now the

usual medium, and the growing
secularization of the drama is
reflected in an edict of 1210
forbidding clergy to take part in
the plays.

. From the clergy, control passed

first to the religious and social
guilds, and then to the trade

guilds.

The guilds became responsible
for the productions. Each took on
a separate episode from a cycle.
In London, about 1500, the plays,
which were presented very
elaborately, lasted from four to
seven days.

Many texts, most of them very

corrupt, are still preserved,
among them three complete

cycles - those of Chester, York,

and Wakefield.
The Chester cycle( probably the
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14.

15.

16.

17.

earliest of the three ) is of
uncertain date, but was

composed between 1350 and
1450.

A complete cycle from the Fall of
Satan to the Day of Judgement,
it is more truly religious than the
other two.

The York Cycle contains forty-
eight plays.

The Wakefield plays are notable
for a very strong vein of realism
which runs through many of
them.

Examples- The Three Maries,
Shepherds' Play.

. The Morality Play - In such plays,
virtues and vices were presented on
the stage as allegorical creations,
often of much liveliness. Abstractions
such as Justice, Mercy, Gluttony, and
Vice were among the commonest
characters.
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5. The Interlude- The last predecessor
of the drama proper was the

interlude, which flourished about the
middle of the sixteenth century.

1. It had several distinguishing
points: it was a short play that

introduced real characters,
usually of humble rank, such as

citizens and friars; there was an

absence of allegorical figures;

2. Itis observed that the interlude
was a great advance upon the
morality - play.

3. John Heywood, who lived
throughout much of the sixteenth
century, was the most gifted

writer of the interlude.
4. The Four P's is one of his best. It

Is composed in doggerel verse

and describes a lying - match
between a Pedlar, a Palmer, a

Pardoner, and a Pothecary.
5. His Johan Johan has much sharp
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5. His Johan Johan has much sharp
with and many clever sayings.
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The Development of English Drama
( Part 2)

The earliest dramas began to appear
about 1550. Their immediate cause was
the renewed study of the classical drama
especially the plays of Seneca (3 B.C.-
A.D. 65). The classical drama gave
English drama it's five acts, its scenes and
many other features.

1. Tragedies: The first tragedies had
the Seneca style.

1. Gorboduc (1562), afterwards

called Ferrex and Porrex, written
by Sackville and Norton, was

most probably the earliest, and
was acted at the Christmas revels
of the Inner Temple.

2. The metre was a regular blank
verse.
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2. Histories: Along with the alien
classical tragedy arose a healthier
native breed of historical plays.

1. These plays , the predecessors of
the historical plays of
Shakespeare, were dramatised
forms of the early chronicles, and
combined both tragic and comic
element.

2. This union of tragedy and comedy
was alien to the classical drama,
and was the chief glory of the
Elizabethan stage.

3. Early plays were : The Famous
Victories of Henry the Fifth, The
Troublesome Raigne of King John
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Nicholas Udal is the earliest
comedy.
2. Another comedy was Grammar

authorship of which is in dispute.
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POETICAL TYPES

1. The Lyric

1.

Origin- The lyric, true to its Greek
origin , has two characteristics: a)

it is an expression of a single
emotion , and b ) it is a musical

composition.

. The lyric appeals more to the

heart than the intellect.

. The Elizabethans, in particular,

were past masters of the art of
investing words with the highest
musical quality. Their lyrics are
unrivalled for their word-music.

. Later, it was closely studied and

developed by poets such as
Keats, Shelley, Tennyson, and
Swinburne.

. The lyric is a subjective poem ,

expresses emotion and is
intensely personal.
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6. Tosumup:
1. Alyric is a short poem
dealing with a single emotion.
2. Itis a musical poem, word-
music being an important
element.

3. Itis asubjective poem,
expressing varying moods of
the author.
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